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2015 STATE LIVING TREASURES AWARD 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.05 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on a wonderful initiative that honours those who have dedicated their lives to the arts and cultural sector in 
Western Australia. Last Friday, 16 October, I was very pleased to attend and present the awards to the 2015 
State Living Treasures. Introduced in 1998 and presented again in 2004, the award recognises exceptional talent 
and a lifetime of contribution in the arts and also celebrates the significant impact these people have had on their 
craft, other artists, and the wider community. Previous recipients have included Tom Hungerford, Robert Juniper 
and Elizabeth Jolley. This year’s awards celebrate the rich diversity and talent of a number of outstanding artists 
who have chosen to make WA their home, or have chosen Western Australian people, places and experiences to 
be a focus of their work. 

This year 15 outstanding people were chosen as state living treasures by a reference panel chaired by 
Professor Ted Snell. These artists have careers that span over 40 years each, and they have each become leaders 
in their field. The 2015 state living treasures are: Faith Clayton from Crawley, an actor who has worked as a 
professional actress in theatre, film, television and radio in WA for more than 60 years; Stephanie Coleman, a 
musician, is a successful pianist and one of Australia’s most respected music teachers and has played, studied 
and taught music in WA for 60 years; Robert Drewe from Bicton, an award-winning novelist, including the 
bestseller The Shark Net, short-story writer, columnist and editor; Pippin Drysdale from Fremantle, an award-
winning ceramic artist renowned internationally for her large, intricate works inspired by the patterns and 
colours of landscapes around the world; Alan Griffiths from Kununurra, a highly respected visual artist, teacher, 
songman, Indigenous elder and cultural leader who has spent 35 years creating artworks; Joan London from 
Fremantle, an award-winning author whose critically acclaimed works focus on the uniqueness of the human 
story; Mary McLean from the Gibson Desert, a highly respected artist, speaker, teacher and senior Indigenous 
woman; Noriko Nishimoto from Fremantle, a puppeteer, is considered a master of puppetry nationally and 
internationally, with more than 45 years in the industry, including 19 years with Spare Parts Puppet Theatre; 
Chrissie Parrott from South Guildford, a dancer and choreographer who has created more than 90 works for 
national and international stages, including Holland, France, Japan and Germany; Herbert Pinter from Chidlow, 
a filmmaker who has worked on iconic national and international movies for 40 years, including Storm Boy, 
Gallipoli, Paradise Road and Mao’s Last Dancer; Nalda Searles from Middle Swan, a visual artist whose work 
in textiles is nationally recognised for its intricate presentation and strong connections to the Australian 
landscape; Lew Smith from Cottesloe, a jazz musician and self-taught professional musician who has made 
significant contributions to the Australian and British jazz scenes over six decades; Miriam Stannage from 
Joondanna, painter, photographer and printmaker is a highly regarded Australian artist who has been creating art 
for more than 50 years; Richard Walley from Willeton, a performer, musician and writer has spent more than 40 
years educating Australia and the world on Noongar culture and identity through the arts; and Dave Warner from 
New South Wales, a musician, novelist, writer and performer who was one of the key voices of the Australian 
punk movement in the 1970s. I congratulate all of these state living treasures.  
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